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 In this tutorial, I show you how to play Here Comes Your Man by the Pixies on 

piano.  There are so many guitar tutorials for this song that I thought it was time to 

show you how to nail this on piano.   

 Here Comes Your Man was a huge hit for Boston-based alternative rock band 

The Pixies and was the breakout hit from their 1989 album Doolittle.  I was a total punk 

rocker all through high school and I had this album on vinyl and eventually CD.   

 In this tutorial, I am going to take you through my usual three step pop piano 

arrangement protocol. 

Step #1 is to learn the chords, so you can sing and simply play the chords. 

Step #2 is to figure out the “hook” and the groove.  

Step #3 is to put it all together into an arrangement. 

Ready?  Let’s go! 
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Step #1 Learn the chords: 
Here Comes Your Man - The Pixies 

VERSE #1: 

D                          A 
  Outside there's a box car waiting 
E-                 G 
 Outside the family stew 
D                A 
 Out by the fire breathing 
E-                G 
 Outside we wait till face turns blue 
D               A 
 I know the nervous walking 
E-               G 
 I know the dirty beard hangs 
D                A 
 Out by the box car waiting 
E-                        G 
 Take me away to nowhere plains 
B-                         G 
 There is a wait so long. (So long, so 
long) 
A                            D (pattern)  
 You'll never wait so long 

CHORUS: 

G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 
G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 
G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 

VERSE #2: 

D                          A 
  Big shake on the box car moving  
E-                       G 
 Big shake to the land that's falling down 
D                          A 
 Is a wind makes a palm stop blowing, a 
E-                               G 
big, big stone fall and break my crown 
B-                         G 
 There is a wait so long. (So long, so 
long) 
A                            D (pattern)  
 You'll never wait so long 

CHORUS: 

G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 
G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 
G  A                        D (pattern) 
     Here comes your man 
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Step #2:  Figure out the hook 

  The “hook” of this song is definitely the iconic guitar line that repeats 

throughout the  

Harmonizing the Guitar Hook 

 If you want to kick the guitar line up a notch, here I have added chords into the 

bass line.  It approximates what the band is doing and fills it out a bit. 

Chord Voicing Option 

 You are welcome to play the chords in root position for the whole song if that 

works best for you.  If you want to kick it up a notch, try these voicings and rhythm 

pattern. 
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Step #4:  Put it all together 

 Take your time and make sure that you are keeping solid time.  Use the 

metronome!! 

Enjoy this free resource?  Check out The Versatile Musician - an all inclusive 

membership complete with 350+ video lessons, over 500 pages of print content and 

live support.   

This is a great option for you if:  you are looking for a single place to access a wide 
range of lessons, from piano skills to improvisation, from musicianship to music theory.  
Stop piecing together your musical education and start getting it done! 

www.theversatilemusician.com 
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