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Piano Skills and Ear Training #2:  The Perfect Cadence 

 
This tutorial is about the Perfect Cadence: an iconic progression that shows up in pretty much every 

piece of Western music, from Beethoven to Radiohead.  
 
 Remember that a cadence is the close of a musical phrase, where a moving chord resolves in some 
way to a resting chord.  The perfect cadence is a dominant cadence where the V chord resolves to I.  In this 
case we are going to play V7, which is a stronger dominant resolution.     
 

To keep things simple and easy-to-play, we are going to play an abbreviated version of G7, where 
we omit the D (the 5th of the chord).  This is a common way to play this progression on the piano.   

 
Notice that when we move from the I to the V7, the bottom note moves DOWN by a half step, the 

middle note moves UP by a half note and the TOP note stays the same.   
 

 
Practice this progression in 12 keys, via the circle of 5ths.  Make sure to keep in mind the movement 

that I just explained, as it is a MUCH easier way to transpose this.   
 

Once you have mastered the progression in all 12 keys, we are going to add the left hand playing 
bass notes.   While your left hand plays the bass notes, you are going to SING them in Moveable Do 
Solfege.    If you are having a hard time, try to draw your ear to what your left hand is playing.  (if you need 
to, you are welcome to reinforce that sound on piano).  You can either sing “Do-sol-do” or sing “one-five-
one” – whichever one is easier for you. 

 
In this version you will be singing and playing the bass note UP to the V7 chord.   
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In this version, you will be singing and playing the bass note DOWN to the V7 Chord. 

 

 
 

Brenda Earle Stokes is an award-winning pianist, vocalist, composer and educator.  Her performance career 
as a leader and side musician has taken her across the US, Canada, New Zealand and Australia.  A passionate 
educator, she has worked as a clinician, adjudicator and panelist at high schools, colleges and festivals all over the 
world.  She teaches at Fordham University and runs a busy private studio in New York City.  Brenda is the owner and 
creator of Piano and Voice with Brenda; a suite of online courses that cover piano, jazz improvisation and musicianship 
and has a bustling YouTube channel.   

Follow me on Instagram: @BrendaEarleStokes |  Subscribe to my YouTube Channel:  /PianoAndVoiceWithBrenda 

 


